
 
 

 
 

                                                                                     
 

14 September 2022 

Grapevine Red Blotch Virus detection 
 

• Grapevine Red Blotch Virus (GRBV) has been detected for the first time in Australia in grapevine 

germplasm collections in Victoria and Western Australia. GRBV (with vector) is a High Priority Plant 

Pest for the viticulture industry. 
 

• One table grape variety and six wine grape variety/clone combinations have tested positive. 
 

• In the past week, GRBV has also been detected in South Australia. 
 

• Trace back activities show that GRBV likely entered Australia in infected propagation material as 

early as 1985, well before the virus was discovered or a diagnostic test developed. Trace forward 

activities are in progress to confirm the extent of spread.  
 

• GRBV is not reported to cause vine death, nor does it pose a threat to grape or wine consumers. 

However, it has caused significant economic impacts to the North American wine industry due to 

lower yields, delayed maturity, and reduced quality.  
 

• Long distance spread of the virus is primarily through infected propagation material, including 

grafting. Insect vectors have been implicated in short-distance spread of the virus in North America 

where economic impacts of the virus are being felt. The three-cornered alfalfa hopper (Spissistilus 

festinus) is the primary vector of GRBV in the US. This hopper species is not known to exist in 

Australia. The presence of any insect vector for GRBV is unknown in Australia, however the 

involvement of a vector in the current detections is under investigation.  
 

• Symptoms that may indicate the presence of GRBV include irregular red blotches across the leaves 

or reddening of veins. Growers should familiarise themselves with these symptoms which generally 

start to appear in autumn. 
 

• For further information click here for the AWRI’s GRBV fact sheet.   
 

• GRBV diagnostic testing is available in Australia (refer to GRBV fact sheet for information), noting 

that at some laboratories it is not included as part of the full virus testing suite given its current 

exotic status.  
 

• This alert aims to provide initial notification to industry of this detection, with further updates 

being provided as the situation develops in coming weeks, including any activity required of 

industry.   

 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.awri.com.au%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2020%2F07%2FGrapevine-red-blotch-virus.pdf&data=05%7C01%7Canna%40agw.org.au%7C4cbca5c0a1db4493116508da95f2af02%7Ce7dc5202e3ef4a41b369c5d8b8e28f1b%7C0%7C0%7C637987167306703056%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=2HX0%2FqDVqBOJJC1GwMF7e9kTUcsxmEBiow97c6rZ0UI%3D&reserved=0


 
 

 
 

 

 

Further work: 

 

The national Consultative Committee for Emergency Plant Pests expects to receive notifications from 

Government on the incident as new information becomes available. This committee links the 

Commonwealth, states and territories and industry into early decision making regarding plant pests. 

Australian Grape and Wine is the winegrape industry’s representative on this committee.  

 

Australian Grape & Wine are:  

 

• Working closely with state government biosecurity departments to understand where the virus 

is in Australia through tracing and testing, and thus determine the potential impact for industry 

including for the propagation sector.  

• Talking to key industry stakeholders, including the propagation sector and other viticulture 

industries on this matter. 

• Together with the AWRI, planning a GRBV webinar. Industry will be advised of further details. 

 

 

Enquiries:  

Please direct all media enquiries to: 

• Tony Battaglene, Australian Grape & Wine on 0413 014 807 or tony@agw.org.au. 

 

For technical enquiries, please contact:  

• Anna Hooper, Australian Grape & Wine on 0427 685 077 or anna@agw.org.au. 

• Australian Wine Research Institute Help Desk on 08 8313 6600 or helpdesk@awri.com.au 

• South Australia: Suzanne McLoughlin, Vinehealth Australia on 0412 859 882 or 

suzanne@vinehealth.com.au 

• NSW: Myles Parker on 0419 217 553 or email myles.parker@dpi.nsw.gov.au  

• Western Australia: Dr Andrew Taylor, Department of Primary Industries and Regional 

Development on Andrew.Taylor@dpird.wa.gov.au or (08) 9780 624. 

• Victoria: Stephen Dibley at plant.protection@agriculture.vic.gov.au 
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